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i visit Sainl Lucha, these
I ikays bn particular, sl

nat expect 10 be
drenched b political doo-doo s
like going out unproected i an
Alrican momsoon and not
expecting o get wet. D Carl
Mack, exccutive director of the
Mississippi-based Nathoaal
Association of Black
Engineers, came lwere Last week
a1 the mnvitation of Dr Stephen
Kimg, in the best interests of
Rise St Lucia and the nation’s
yiith,

Also a past leader of the
Chicago chapier of the NAACK
and a renowned motivationsl
speaker, the impressive
basketballer-tall Mack did not
expect wo be umed by local
players into & political foathall
But that is precisely whar
happeried, with the fall-out all
st obiliterating his and Dr.
King’s best imtentions. And all
because of o remark by Mack
during hik appearance on last

Thursadny's TALK about his
with Saint Lucia's

affer less than a
the iskand, He was

v uptimistie when he
hout the yous
he met at 51 Joaeph's Convent
und at special ger-togethers in
Union and elsewhin

of that arrang

usiastically and
ctall about his plan 1o

mater Clarksen Usniversity
that in May this year awarded

Mississippi. Mack ix a graduse
and Distinguished Engincering
Fellow of Mississippi State
University, whene he neceived
his Bachelor of Science degree
in mechanical engincering. In
March 2003 Mack was named
the fourth executive directar of
the Nations] Soctery of Black
Engircers, anc of the Largest
student-governed organizations
in the United Stases. 1t wan
during & tour of Toroai
similar 10 that underiaken

here last week, that Mack met
Saint Lucian Gweyneth
Chapman (daughter of Cyril
Matthew), By the end of
Mack’s tour, Ms Chapman

had made the armngements
with Dr King that

resulted in the famously
cutspoken American’s visit last
wieeh.

As | say, during his THLE
appearance on Thursday Mack
spoke with anbedled
enthusiasm ahout his meeting
with Sainl Lucka's prime
minister, describing him x5
“sensilive, cooperative,
concerned sbout the island's
youth™ and so on. Alas,

e wus pot #s effusive when it
eame 1o “wime of the prime

" By Mack's
measuse, ey were inatientive
anad remained silént afier be
aidressed the special gathering
in the prime minister’s Cal

minister’s ms

roamn. At ane paint he
described them as
* whether of him

“disrcspec
wr the prim
1 hael barely arrived home
Tollowing the night’s episode of
TALK when certain political
nctivists started calling to

Cahinet™ The issue received
& boast when & well- known
SLP endorser (I

askood whe would pay the
other half of the chosen
students” tuition fees, Mack
saud he fally intended to raise
the money by his next visit,
possibly three months from
now

Borm i Jackson,

NOTE: The National Society of Black Engineers is based in Alexandria, VA

fnack., fr the simple
that Ise normally addresses
palitical discussions with
caleulated iielligence!) called
WNewsspin 1o invite a related
comiment from the host
Timuothy Poleon. As is his
wont, Tun said: “1 &id ot

watch last evening's TALL
0 1 would prefer not 1o
comment on vliat the
night's guest allegedly sad ™ A
heased fiver Achange
Tollowed, with bath caller and
host refiasing o give
groumd. No one phoned t0
congratulate Dr King
biis elforis fs e best inlerests
af deprived young Saint
Lucians. Neither did anyane
recall Mack’s flatiering remarks
about the island's locally
maligned prime ministes.

1 have been in touch
with overieas representatives of
Carl Mack. He oifers no
apalogy for bis heartfelt
eomments, whether referming 1o
the prime minisier o anyone
else. To which | say, right on,
brother! Already we've had far
w0 much diplonacy when what
was sorely needed was straight
talk, without buffers. If during
his stay here the
visite etcountered
behavior that he considered
mappropriate for public
officials, then why not
34y 50 out loud? The people
have a right to know how their
Tepresentitives treat visitors in
ot man

O the other hand, wis
quite possible that Cael Mack
misinterpreted the sileace of the
's Cabinet, In
any event, both Mack
and the prime minister have
confirmed that immedistely
following “ihe possitle
mbsenderstanding™ King
apologieed to the visitor and
proceeded (o have a long
comversation with him that
Mack himset has publicly
applasibed. So, now, shall we
all iy 1o get along and
concentrale on the mone
impartant youth matters thai
brought the American to our
shares”

1 could nod resisi a
smile when it came over
HTS on Monday evening that
the prime minister had
dismissed the obviously
well intentioned Carl
Mark &5 “ignoranl.” As it kaler
turned out, what the peime

miknister sadd was “the

wolves in K

gentleman is ignornt of the
Taets™ af owr education policies,
the maney spent on education
and so 00,

Did someone we know

creaie a medin motster?

Ity bee’ woorth menticning
that during his visit Carl Mack
e time o meel with
represcnlatives of the business
sector. Dame Pearletie

Loisy— and the leader

Prima Minister Stephenson King

of the oppasitian Dr. Kenmy
Anthony!

Fimally: When Joc
Biden exploded his precedental
four-letter word on fle

world, it the precise morent

Barack Obama was

exulting over the historie
passage of his He
R

of that the fing black
of th Uinited

States cannot coe
hix viee? When Wilter
Francais famously played

Let’s

¢

face i1, bad mam

ts had manners,

) and Dr Carl Mack: Evidently, no hgru feelings.

ners

anly the practifionen s

electome!



